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Global Burden of Disease
Worldwide, cervical cancer was the fourth most common cancer among females in 2012.
There were an estimated 528 000 new cases of cervical cancer, of which around 85%
occurred in less developed regions.

Around 266 000 females died of cervical cancer,

accounting for 7.5% of all female cancer deaths.

About 87% of cervical cancer deaths

occurred in the less developed regions.1

Local Burden of Disease
Incidence
In Hong Kong, cervical cancer was the seventh most common cancer among females
with 500 new cases in 2015, accounting for 3.3% of all new cancer cases in females.
The crude incidence rate was 12.7 per 100 000 female population. The age-standardised
incidence rate was 8.4 per 100 000 standard population.

The median age at diagnosis

was 54 years old.2
Mortality
In 2016, cervical cancer was the ninth leading cause of female cancer death.

There

were 151 deaths due to cervical cancer, accounting for 2.6% of all cancer deaths in
females.

The crude mortality rate was 3.8 per 100 000 female population and the

age-standardised mortality rate was 2.2 per 100 000 standard population.3
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Trends of incidence and mortality
Figure 1 shows the decreasing trend of age-standardised incidence and mortality rates of
cervical cancer in Hong Kong between 1996 and 2016.

These rates have been adjusted

for the effect of changing age structure in the population over the years to allow
meaningful comparison.

Figure 1
Trend of Age-standardised Incidence and Mortality Rates of
Cervical Cancer in Hong Kong, 1996–2016

Footnotes:
1.

Data for compiling the age-standardised incidence rate for 2016 has not been published.

2.

The calculation of the age-standardised incidence and mortality rates is based on the world standard
population specified in GPE Discussion Paper Series: No.31, EIP/GPE/EBD, World Health
Organization, 2001.

3.

The calculation of the age-standardised incidence and mortality rates is based on the population
estimates under the "resident population" approach.

4.

From 2001 onwards, figures on new cases and deaths of cervical cancer are based on ICD-10 (C53)
and thus may not be comparable with figures from previous years which are based on ICD-9 (180).

Sources:

Department of Health
Census and Statistics Department
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Age distribution
Figure 2 shows the average age-specific incidence and mortality rates of cervical cancer
in Hong Kong.

Both the incidence rate and mortality rate generally increase with age,

with a peak at the age group of 80-84 for incidence and mortality. Elderly women are at
a higher risk of developing and dying from cervical cancer.

The incidence rate is very

low for women aged below 25 years.

Figure 2
Average Age-specific Incidence and Mortality Rates of Cervical Cancer

Footnotes:
1.

Data for compiling the age-specific incidence rate for 2016 has not been published.

2.

The average age-specific incidence (or mortality) rates over a 5-year period are calculated by
dividing the average number of new cases (or deaths) over the 5-year average of the female
population in the corresponding period.

3.

The calculation of the average age-specific incidence (or mortality) rates over a 5-year period is
based on the population estimates under the "resident population" approach.

4.

Figures on new cases and deaths of cervical cancer are based on ICD-10 (C53).

Sources:

Department of Health
Census and Statistics Department
Hong Kong Cancer Registry, Hospital Authority
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Stage distribution
Figure 3 shows the stage distribution of cervical cancer in 2015.

Among the new cases

of cervical cancer diagnosed in 2015, 31.8% were stage I, 30.0% were stage II, 18.4%
were stage III, 10.6% were stage IV and the remaining 9.2% were unstaged.

Figure 3
Stage Distribution of Cervical Cancer in 2015

Footnote: Cervical cancer is staged primarily according to the 7th edition of the AJCC/UICC TNM system.
Source:

Hong Kong Cancer Registry, Hospital Authority
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